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CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 15th July 2025 at Charlton Church 
Foxcotte Room at 7.45pm 
 
Present: Cllr Ward Chairman, Cllr K Wilson, Cllr Tasker, Cllr Woods (Vice Chairman) Cllr Brown
In attendance:  E Attwood – Clerk     
3 Members of the public 
TVBC Community Engagement Officer Michelle Penn 
          
1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Summers 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 

3.Minutes - Proposed Cllr Seconded: Cllr Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17th June & 30th June 2025 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman of the meeting. All members agreed. 
 
4.Public participation – Residents commented on the following
· A resident from Carters Meadow (Chair of resident’s association) had expressed concerns that the questionnaire for the Proposed Community Hub had not been delivered to residents. Cllr Ward explained this was a second survey and the deliverer had previously proved reliable, so was unaware that this had happened. 
· Expenditure for the proposed Community Hub was queried. Cllr Ward explained that this was discussed and approved in at last October’s meeting. Comments were invited once a planning application was submitted.
· A resident queried who had cut back trees along the boundary of the Salto Centre. 
· Drains along Hatherden Road took 2 days to lift by 3 men, most drains are blocked so they are waiting on HCC to unblock. Cllr Ward explained he attended a flood forum, and it was accepted by the new project officer that water dispersal in Charlton needs to be actioned.
 
5.Clerk’s Report  
· Defibrillator had new pads purchased.
· Cllr Browns Pecuniary Interest form lodged at TVBC.
· Updates made to website.
· Bank mandate completed by Cllr Wilson lodged with bank again, complaint made that the other one was lost £40 credit to account as apology.
· One newsletter invoice remains unpaid despite four reminders. This individual has been reminded to pay four times but still has not settled their account. The Clerk recommends either removing them from advertising or requiring upfront payment due to ongoing payment delays.
· BDO External Auditors continue to ask same question about why we changed auditor. Same answer provided each time.

6. County Cllr Donnelly report will be uploaded to the website on receipt. 

7.Borough Cllr L Lashbrook – None 
 
8.Community Hub update –  
Cllr Ward reported on the following:
· He had a meeting at 2pm today with the two directors from Salto Centre and Absolute Architecture and Salto are not in agreement with the positioning of the proposed Community Hub.
·  AA will arrange for examples of repositioned options to be shared before the end of July with the PC & Salto so a decision to move forward can be made in September’s meeting. Cllrs who were not on the Parish Council when the decision was made expressed concern the agreement was not already in writing with Salto.
· It has been agreed that Cllrs should vote whether to look at alternative options at the September meeting and delay the decision to allow one last attempt to look at the different positioning options with Salto. 
· Cllrs expressed concerned that AA costs will increase, but a small additional cost will be expected.

9.Finance -   
9.1The bank balance as of 30th June 2025 was as follows:  
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Resolved: Councillors approved the financial statement and payments for 30th June 2025. 

9.2 Approval of June 2025 payments. 
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Approval of July 2025 payments to date. 
[image: ]
 Paul Basham Highway Consultant Com Hub   £3831.58
 Helen Parsons Landscaping Com Hub               £730.00

Approval of August Payments to date.
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Resolved: Cllrs approved June 2025 & July payments to date. 

9.3 Quarterly Statement check Cllr Woods checked signed and dated the bank statements balances against the Financial Statement.

9.4 Approval to Pay Paul Basham Community Hub Resolved: Cllrs approved payment of £3831.58 to Paul Basham & £730 Helen Parsons Landscaping as part of the Community Hub project.

9.5 Approval to delegate payments July/August to the Clerk & Chairman
Resolved: Cllrs approved payments due until the September meeting to be approved by the Clerk & Chairman.
9.6 Approval to purchase a lawn mower – Cllrs discussed the purchase of the lawn mower which is on the action tracker and decided this will be deferred.

10.Planning 
The Clerk reported on the following.
25/01537/FULLN 20 Bradwell Close

Resolved: Cllrs had no objection to this planning application.

Local Plan Consultation – The planning advisory group will formulate a draft response before 11th August for circulation, so the final response can be given to the Clerk to submit before the end of August.
Cllr Ward is arranging a public meeting on Tuesday 29th July at 6.30pm in the Foxcotte room.

Cllrs expressed concerns that the number of houses to be built far exceeded the 50 agreed in the Neighbourhood plan.
135 dwellings Hatherden Road Charlton
900 Manor Farm Saxon Way

25/00122/FULLN: Penton Sawmills, Newbury Hill – No update

11.Councillor Reports 
11.1Traffic Liaison – None
11.2 Footpaths & Rights away/Lengthsman scheme- Appointing a new Lengthsman – The Clerk has advised that any Lengthsman needs to be fully employed by the council, or the work is given to a contractor who has their own liability insurance.  HCC do not currently have funding or voluntary manpower to clear the footpaths, and the Coffin route is unwalkable due to excessive overgrowth. The Clerk will investigate whether a previous list of work can be found in the files. Cllrs need to write a list of work they consider needs to be carried out.

11.3 Emergency Resilience Planning – Cllr Ward & Woods will arrange a time to meet.
11.4 Charlton Waterside – This is currently being managed by goodwill of, residents. 

11.5 Charlton Village Community Association – Cllr Ward reported that.
· Future Community events require some additional volunteers.
· A quiz will be arranged for the autumn alongside the Christmas event.
· Next meeting was to be held on Tuesday 22nd July 2025.

11.6 Communication update with proposals – Cllr Wilson will meet with the local resident who will host a village website. The resident will set up the website and set a date to meet with Cllr Wilson.

It was also mentioned that an article on climate change was required for the next newsletter to share information that Cllr Ward

11.7Action Tracker – The Clerk will investigate if there are other means of sharing this information.

12 Correspondence & Meetings. The following items were received. 
· Defibrillator will need replacing next May so will need to be included in the budget.
· The bank of the river on the opposite side of the road to the Carters Waterside has disintegrated and fallen into the river. Cllr Ward reported that the repairs had, had quotes but the repairs were an eyewatering amount of money, hence the riverbank will be tidied up not repaired.
· The gate at Mercia entrance to Charlton Park is broken again and a resident asked if it was needed. Cllr Tasker said she wanted the gate to remain as it stops a small child or dog running out into the road.
· The community engagement officer will talk to K Harrington TVBC about the tree encroaching onto the road.

13. Items for next months – None requested.
 
14. Date of next meeting: Please note new time & date. The next Council meeting will be held on Monday 15th September 2025 in the Foxcotte Room at St Thomas Church at 7pm. 
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E Attwood - Pay£454.09

HMRC - ClerksTax & NI£135.97

E Attwood Exp May£16.87
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E Attwood - Pay£454.09

HMRC - ClerksTax & NI£135.97
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Bank Reconciliation

Treasurers 1,087.74£                   

Business26,158.26£                 

Fix Term Deposit35,000.00£                 

Fix Term Deposit25,441.10£                 

Closing Balance as at 30 June 2587,687.10£                 
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Post Office - Stamp Bank mandate£3.90

B & M  Office Stationary£30.65

HMRC£135.97

E Attwood Salary May£454.09

Greenbarnes£1,958.33

Digger Andy - Installation of Noticeboard£500.00

Go Cardless Hugo Fox£23.99

Bulpitt - Newsletter printing June£622.00

E Attwood Exp May£12.29

First Rescue Train - Defibrillator Pads£140.40

JUNE£3,881.62


