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CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL  
                                      MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON
   Monday 15th September 2025 at Charlton Church Foxcotte Room at 7.00pm 
 
Present: Cllr Ward Chairman, Cllr Tasker Cllr Woods (Vice Chairman), Cllr Curry, Cllr Mockford
In attendance:  E Attwood – Clerk     
3 Members of the public 
          
1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Summers, Cllr Wilson, Cllr Brown, Borough Councillor Lashbrook
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
Two declarations of Interests were made.
· Cllr Tasker declared an interest in the tree quotes.
· Cllr Curry declared an interest in the planning application 25/02045/0BLN.
3. Co-option of Councillors
Resolved: Emma Curry and Jayne Mockford were coopted onto the Council, and each signed a declaration form and completed a pecuniary of Interest form.

4. Minutes - Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th July 2025 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman of the meeting. All members agreed. 
 
5.Public participation – Residents commented on the following.
A resident reported a missing style up Enham Lane accessing the back of Peake Way on the public path. Cllr Ward will contact the countryside agency and investigate.

6.Clerk’s Report  
After a further two phone calls finally achieved outstanding payment for newsletter.
Invoices for September’s newsletters now issued to advertisers.
Audit completed – Balances are two high and reserves need to minuted. 
Two applications for Cllr vacancies.
£100 charged by Hugo Fox for .gov domain as we were outside the advertised window for free domain.
Members area on the website set up for tracker & newsletter spreadsheets- members are reminded this is confidential information.
Staff annual cost of living pay rise awarded from 1st April 2025 £16.90 for Council employees. Back dated 5 Months backdated pay £91.85 with a new salary of £585.87.

7. County Cllr Donnelly – All reports are uploaded onto the website.

8.Borough Cllr L Lashbrook – None 
 
9.Community Hub update –  
Cllrs discussed the lack of enthusiasm from Salto to agree with the positioning of the proposed Community Hub on the land leased from TVBC. The options were put to Councillors. Either spend more money hoping Salto will agree to the positioning of the hub or continue to look at alternatives for the village. Resolved: Cllrs agreed to postpone the project at this time and look at the alternatives. Cllr Ward will check the terms of the contract to see if any outstanding money is owed to Absolute Architecture. The consensus of the council was to work with TVBC and review other likely options. Cllr Ward has a meeting arranged with them and People for Places on the 29th of September 2025.

10.Finance -   
10.1The bank balance as of 31st August 2025 was as follows:  
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Resolved: Councillors approved the financial statement and payments for 31st August 2025. 

10.2 Approval of July 2025 payments. 
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Approval of August 2025 payments to date. 
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Approval of September payments to date.
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Approval of October payments to date
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Resolved: Cllrs approved July, August, September, and Oct payments to date. 

10.3 Community Hub Outstanding Payments
Cllr Ward will investigate any outstanding payments due.

10.4 Approval to reinvest 95-day notice accounts.
Resolved: The Clerk can reinvest both fix term deposits as they expire into a 95-day notice account and approval was given for the Clerk to have delegated authority to give notice without council approval should the funds be required.

10.5 Declaration for Insurance
Resolved: Councillors present signed the insurance declaration.

10.6 Conclusion of Audit – The Clerk read the external auditor’s comments to the Cllrs, stating the Council reserves were higher than they should be. Cllr Ward reminded the Cllrs that this was because the Council had funds £25,000 in reserve to achieve planning permission for the proposed Community Hub.

10.7 Approval of annual local council pay award April 2025 Resolved: Cllrs approved the local council pay award in line with the Clerks contract together with back pay of £91.85 from April 2025 – to date. 

11.Planning 
The Clerk reported on the following.
Charlton Parish Council comments on the Draft Reg 18 Local Plan
Charlton is identified as a Tier 2 settlement, separate to Andover which is Tier 1. It also has a mature Neighbourhood Plan. Currently, Charlton does not have a dedicated Inset Map but is included in Map 1 as “Andover and Charlton”. To add, Charlton is also in a different parliamentary constituency to Andover. This is a simple amendment that should be made now - Charlton should have its own Inset Map and shown a separate parish.
The Neighbourhood Plan, produced at significant cost borne by residents, identifies a need for additional housing based on a thorough Housing Needs Assessment and Community Surveys. This requirement for 50 houses is included in the Local Plan, but it also adds a significant unwanted and unnecessary development of 135 houses on an inappropriate site, currently prime arable land. There is no rationale offered other than it is a number imposed by Central Government. Place-based, community-led development that is deliverable and meets the need of residents both now and in the future has been lost in this version of the Local Plan.
Northern Area Policy 14 (NA14): Land East of Hatherden Road, Charlton (Page 52)
· A development of 135 dwellings (in the range 270-400 people) will place unacceptable additional pressure on an already over-stressed infrastructure (a) local services (doctors’ surgeries, dentists, schools, etc.), and (b) local infrastructure (water and sewage, etc.). Hatherden Road has existing drainage problems with blocked drains (including silt from the fields) leading to regular and frequent incidents of flooding of properties from 
· surface rainwater. The problem has been raised to Hampshire County Council but with no permanent solution yet (the drains continue to be filled with silt, and the soakaways have not been cleared).
· The draft plan identifies there is a foul sewer main in the centre of the site. There are (at least) 3 properties on Hatherden Road (89A, 89B and 89C) that are connected to this foul sewer main. Future developers need to be aware that property 89B has a “Deed of Grant of Drainage Rights” dated 1968. The location and integrity of the pipes need to be considered with any development as there have been issues in the past with the release of foul water in the field. (Southern Water have relined the pipe, which had collapsed, between the main foul sewer and the properties on Hatherden Road and replaced two inspection covers in the field).
· The additional traffic generated (likely at least 270 vehicles) will place additional traffic through the centre of Charlton and Hatherden Road, which already suffers from an excessive number of HGVs and cars that use Charlton as a short cut to the A343 to Newbury and the north and to access the solar farm and Penton Sawmills (SO Recycling).  A traffic management plan will need to understand the increased traffic flow both during development and ongoing once the development is fully occupied. Alternative access and exit routes will need to be fully considered, costed, and implemented.
· The development will have a negative impact on wildlife, for example wild deer are often seen in the fields. Bats have been observed flying around properties on Hatherden Road and in recent times skylarks have inhabited the fields. 
 Northern Area Policy 5 (NA5): Land at Manor Farm, North of Saxon Way, Andover (Page 34).
· The development of 900 dwellings (in the range 2000-3000 people) is located with Enham parish, but it is directly adjacent to the 50-house development proposed in the Neighbourhood Plan (ref CHA1) at the Top of Peake Way and the 135-house development NA14. These 3 developments would, in effect, be a contiguous development of 1087 (900+135+52) dwellings and would have a significant negative effect on Charlton as a rural village – something that the Neighbourhood Plan sought to protect and enhance.
· 1087 houses in effect will more than double the size of the village and will place unacceptable pressure on (a) local services (doctors’ surgeries, dentists, schools, etc.), and (b) local infrastructure (water and sewage, etc.).
· NA5 is close to site NA14 in Charlton, which has a main foul sewer running through it. This main foul sewer has released foul water into the field in the past. If it is the intention that the development proposed for NA5 is connected to this main foul sewer then the capability of this main foul sewer (for 900 dwellings) and the impact on downstream properties must be taken into consideration.
· The proposal includes buffers to Charlton Crematorium and Knights Enham. However, no buffer is proposed to Enham Lane which is the proposed site access. If planning permission is also granted for the site identified in the Charlton Neighbourhood Plan, then the development on the land at Manor Farm will, in effect, be an extension of Charlton.
· The development will have a negative impact on wildlife. The area is home to several wild deer.
· The “site offers the opportunity for a small-scale employment land allocation (in the region of 1.5ha, or 5,000sqm floorspace) with potential uses including office, research and development, and light industrial floorspace”. The roads around Charlton, and specifically Hatherden Road, already suffer with excessive traffic, especially HGVs.
· The additional traffic generated (~ 1800 vehicles) will place an additional strain on the centre of Charlton as Enham Lane will be used to get access to the site.
· “At Regulation 18, Stage 2, 800 homes were proposed on the site. A review of the evidence, constraints and consultation comments has indicated that there is capacity to deliver approximately 900 homes.” If the area available has not changed, then an increase in the number of dwellings by 12.5% indicates a higher density development?

25/01887/FULLN 78B Hatherden Road – Resolved: Parish Councillors have no objection.

25/02045/OBLN: Flats at Peake Way – (Cllr Curry declared an interest and took no part in discussions) Cllrs discussed this application and the property was currently valued at 33% market value, and this allow them to value the properties at 66% market value. Cllr Tasker will consult with TVBC about the implications of this application. Cllrs will make no comment with this application until they understand what is trying to be achieved by Vivid.

12.Councillor Reports 
12.1Traffic Liaison – The PC had been made aware of increased traffic including water tankers using Hatherden Road transporting water to Conholt Estate. Southern Water have e mailed to say they have put a halt to the movement of water to Conholt Estate during the hose pipe ban.

12.2 Footpaths & Rights away/Lengthsman scheme- Appointing a new Lengthsman – The Clerk has advised that 3 quotes were requested and only one quote was answered. Resolved: Cllrs approved Mr Cole carrying out the work for £900 plus VAT. 

12.3 Emergency Resilience Planning – In progress
12.4 Charlton Waterside – (Cllr Tasker declared an interest and took no part in the discussions) Three quotes were requested for both tree husbandry on the Willow tree and a tree survey.
Resolved: Cllrs approved One Two Tree carrying out the tree pollard on the willow tree at a cost of £1620Inc VAT
Resolved: Cllrs approved the tree survey being carried out and approved the lower price. £565.50 plus VAT. The contract will be given to Ground Lord at £678.60 inc VAT. 

12.5 Charlton Village Community Association – Cllr Ward reported that.
· Village quiz will be held on the 3rd of October 6.30-9.00pm
· A committee meeting and AGM will be held soon.
· Christmas event will be discussed to coincide with the Christmas lights being switched on and proposed market stalls.

12.6 Communication update with proposals – No progress.

12.7 Action Tracker – The Clerk has set up the members area for the action tracker on the website.
13 Correspondence & Meetings. The following items were received. 
· Amport Neighbourhood Plan circulated – Cllrs have no comments as it is out of area.
14. Items for next months 
· Update on So Recycle planning application from Cllr Lashbrook
· Update on devolution by Cllr Donnelly
13. Date of next meeting: Please note new time & date. The next Council meeting will be held on Monday 20th October 2025 in the Foxcotte Room at St Thomas Church at 7pm. 
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E Attwood Pay July £454.09

HMRC- Clerks Tax & NI £135.97

J Lawrence - Newsletter   £200.00

Go Cardless Hugo Fox website hosting £23.99

AUGUST £814.05
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BDO - External Auditors £252.00

Goexphere Ltd £180.00

Bulpitt Print Ltd £622.00

E Attwood - Clerk Aug £454.09

HMRC - ClerksTax & NI £135.97

Clerks Exp £24.58
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E Attwood - Back Payrise £91.85

E Attwood Clerks Pay Sept Pay £585.87
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Bank Reconciliation

Treasurers  1,321.19 £       

Business 20,187.72 £     

Fix Term Deposit 35,000.00 £     

Fix Term Deposit 25,441.10 £     

Closing Balance as at 31st August 25 81,950.01 £     
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E Attwood -  June £454.09

HMRC - ClerksTax & NI £135.97

E Attwood Exp May £16.87

Paul Bashams - Car park  Community Hub £3,831.58

Helen Parsons - Landscape £730.00

GO Cardless Hugo Fox website hosting £23.99

JULY £5,192.50


